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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1897. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  place  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1897. 

I am  glad  to  state  that  all  the  insanitary  conditions 
mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  are  now  rectified  and  in 
a satisfactory  condition. 

The  insanitary  conditions  existing  at  the  Bootle  and 
Drigg  stations  have  not  been  done  away  with,  as  requested 
by  the  Council  during  the  year.  I hear  the  improvements 
are  going  to  be  done,  but  still,  I think  that  the  Council 
will  agree  with  me,  that  a considerable  length  of  time  has 
elapsed  since  the  Railway  Company  agreed  to  carry  out 
their  suggestions,  and  the  work  should  have  been  done 
ere  this. 

In  my  last  Report  the  Drigg  Water  Supply  was  brought 
before  you,  and  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  induce  the 
property  owners  to  try  and  secure  a better  supply.  Some 
work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  with  varied  success, 
perhaps  not  with  the  satisfactory  result  we  would  wish,  but 
I*  hope  further  improvements  will  take  place,  for  Drigg  is 
becoming  much  frequented  by  visitors  during  the  summer, 
and  good  water  is  most  essential. 
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Another  part  of  the  district  I should  like  to  bring 
before  your  notice  as  requiring  a more  efficient  water  supply 
is  that  of  The  Green  and  neighbouring  country,  as  far  as 
Thwaites  School,  including  Hall  Thwaites,  Strands,  and 
Green  Eoad  Station.  I hope  the  Council  will  give  it  their 
careful  attention. 

Since  my  last  Keport,  the  Notification  Act  of  Infectious 
Diseases  has  been  adopted,  and  came  in  force  on  December 
nth,  1897.  Being  in  its  infancy,  I am  unable  to  speak  as 
to  its  efficiency  in  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease,  but  I am  sure  the  Council  will  not  regret  its  adop- 
tion, as  it  gives  us  more  power  to  grapple  and  deal  with 
any  infectious  cases  that  may  occur.  To  give  one  example 
since  it  came  in  force : — Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  in  a large 
family  at  Hall  Thwaites.  The  sick  members  were  removed 
from  home  to  the  infectious  ward  at  Bootle  and  their  house 
disinfected,  thus  preventing  further  spread  of  the  disease. 

There  were  several  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occur- 
ring in  the  rural  district  of  Millom.  Being  of  a mild  type, 
no  Medical  man  was  called  in  to  see  them,  and  children 
in  the  most  infectious  stage,  the  stage  of  desquamation, 
were  mixing  freely  with  others,  and  even  attending  school. 
Such  cases  as  these,  by  means  of  the  Notification  Act  com- 
bined with  the  assistance  and  courtesy  of  all  the  general 
Practitioners  in  the  district,  should  be  prevented  from 
occurring. 

A few  sporadic  cases  of  Typhoid  occurred,  and  also  an  . 
epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps,  which  necessi- 
tated the  closing,  for  a time,  of  the  Muncaster  and  Kaven- 
glass  day  schools. 
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You  will  notice  in  the  statistical  tables  that  the 
number  of  births  and  deaths  is  increased,  infant  mortality 
increased  (not  due  to  any  special  disease),  and  that  the 
Zymotic  death-rate  is  low,  as  last  year. 

In  the  Report  I have  received  from  the  Nuisance 
Inspector  there  is  nothing  of  any  moment,  except  con- 
firming my  remarks  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
Act  and  the  water  supplies. 

In  conclusion,  I again  thank  the  Council  and  other 
officials  for  the  aid  they  have  rendered  to  me  in  discharge 
of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  EDEN  CASS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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T.VBLE  A.-POPULATION. 


Census,  1881  ...  ...  ...  5,992 

„ 1891  ...  ...  ...  5,982 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1897  ...  ...  5,976  nearly 


BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  (with  their  rates). 


Births. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

1892  ... 

...  140 

23-4  ... 

95 

15-8 

1893  ... 

...  131 

21-8  ... 

101 

16.8 

1894  ... 

...  135 

22-5  ... 

79 

13-2 

1895  ... 

...  131 

21-9  ... 

80 

13-8 

1896  ... 

...  126 

21-1  ... 

73 

12-2 

1897  ... 

...  138 

23-09  ... 

94 

15-7 

Table 

B.— DEATHS. 

1894.  I 

895. 

1896. 

1897. 

Under  1 

year 

• « . 

18 

13 

9 

14 

1 and  under  5 

years 

7 

7 

6 

3 

5 

15 

>> 

2 

0 

2 

4 

15 

25 

>> 

5 

0 

2 

4 

25 

65 

24 

26 

22 

18 

65  years  and  upwards 

28 

34 

32 

51 

Totals 

... 

79 

80 

73 

94 

Table 

C. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

1894. 

1891;.  1896.  1897. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

Males  . . 

70 

67  77 

75 

...  44 

47 

42 

53 

Females 

65 

64  49 

63 

...  35 

33 

31 

41 

Totals 

135 

131  126 

188 

79 

80 

73 

94 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

Inquests 

. . 

' 

...  11 

8 

5 

5 

Uncertified  Deaths 

...  8 

0 

0 

2 

Deaths  in  Workhouse  .. 

...  7 

3 

4 

4 

Table  D.— ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

1894  = 1-6  1895  = -8  1896  = -5  1897  = -5 
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Table  E. 


Infant  Mortality,  1894 
„ 1896 

„ 1896 

„ 1897 


183 

99 

70 

101-4 


Table  F. 


1896.  1897. 

Births.  Deaihs.  Births.  Deaths. 




— — - 

90 

0) 

to 

a> 

tc 

0) 

•3 

•S, 

a 

0 

Ph 

Total. 

90 

<0 

'd 

•a 

a 

o 

1 Total. 

Males, 

•a 

a 

Total. 

Moles. 

1 

Total. 

Birker  and  Austhwaite 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bootle 

11 

9 

20 

9 

5 

14 

12 

7 

19 

12 

4 

16 

Corney 

1 

1 

2 

... 

3 

8 

2 

3 

5 

2 

... 

2 

Drigg  ...  ■ 

7 

8 

16 

3 

2 

5 

9 

6 

16 

4 

6 

10 

Eskdale 

3 

1 

4 

... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

Wastdale 

Irton  ... 

9 

4 

18 

3 

2 

6 

6 

8 

14 

3 

4 

7 

Millom 

24 

15 

39 

16 

10 

26 

22 

20 

42 

18 

16 

84 

Muncaster 

12 

4 

16 

4 

1 

5 

9 

3 

12 

2 

3 

5 

Ulpha 

5 

8 

8 

3 

4 

7 

3 

... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Waberthwaite 

2 

2 

1 

... 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

... 

3 

Whitbeck 

2 

... 

2 

2 

2 

8 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Whicham  ..  ... 

2 

2 

4 

1 

8 

4 

5 

9 

14 

4 

4 

8 

77j49 

126 

42 

31 

73 

75 

63 

138 

58 

41 

94 

Table  G. — The  Causes  and  Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Localities  of  the  District. 
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Table  H.— AGE  MORTALITY. 

1896.  1897. 

Under  5 5 years  & Under  5 5 years  & 
years,  upwards,  years.  upwards. 


Deaths 
during 
1896,  1897. 

Disease. 

1 Males.  1 

1 Females.  | 

1 Total.  1 

1 Males.  1 

1 Femalee.  { 

1 Total.  1 

1 Males.  1 

1 Females.  | 

1 Total.  1 

1 Males.  1 

1 Females.  | 

•a 

•*» 

0 

H 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  ... 

* * 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

I 

3 

I 

I 

0 

1 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

1 

I 

2 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry 

Rheumatic  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Parturition  ... 

Other  or  Doubtful 
Fevers 

6 

2 

Phthisis 

A 

2 

6 

I 

I 

2 

8 

9 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

2 

2 

5 

2 

7 

I 

4 

Pneumonia  ... 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

1 

2 

I 

Pleurisy 

0 

1 

II 

12 

Heart  Disease 

6 

5 

I 1 

7 

5 

12 

Tubercle  of  Lymph 
Glands  ... 

2 

3 

Dentition  and  Con- 
vulsions ... 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

2 

4 

8 

Diseases  of  Brain  and 
Nervous  System  ... 

I 

I 

I 

2 

3 

I 

I 

2 

2 

4 

6 

7 

2 

Malignant  Disease 

c 

0 

7 

2 

I 

2 

2 

3 

3 

7 

Injuries 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

2 

2 

2 

Syphilis 

25 

38 

All  Other  Diseases 

3 

5 

13 

7 

20 

7 

7 

15 

23 

38 

73 

94 

Totals 

9 

IS 

33 

25 

58 

14 

3 

17 

39 

38 

77 

Mljitcfjnbeii : 

Printed  by  W.  H.  Moss  & Sons,  13,  Lowther  Street. 
1898. 


